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Washington DC VA Medical Center Hosts 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Winterhaven for Homeless and At-risk Veterans

WASHINGTON DC— On a cold January Saturday morning for the past 20 years, there has been a typical scene at the Washington DC VA Medical Center—hundreds of homeless and at-risk Veterans lined up outside the Medical Center waiting patiently for the doors to open for Winterhaven.  They are, for the most part, in a good spirits in spite of the weather and the wait.  Many wait for hours for the opportunity to walk through the Medical Center’s doors to gain access to the more than 70 community and government agencies who have joined forces to avert homelessness. 
This year’s Winterhaven Homeless Veterans Stand Down will be held Saturday, Jan. 25, from 9 am to 2 pm at the Washington DC VA Medical Center located on 50 Irving St. NW, in Washington, DC. Winterhaven is an entry point for services that lead Veterans to independence and improved health.  It is an integral part of the VA Medical Center’s comprehensive effort to end Veteran homelessness by 2015.
The full day of services; such as health screenings, housing and employment counseling, substance abuse, psychosocial services, dental exams, HIV testing and free warm clothing will be offered to the eligible homeless and at-risk Veterans. Winterhaven attendees will also be able to access resources to assist in foreclosure avoidance, managing finances, education, employment and housing.  Veterans will also be treated to a hot lunch and a free haircut. 
Free transportation from Metro's Brookland/CUA Station will be provided. Look for the DCVAMC buses in the shuttle pick-up/drop-off area. 
For more information, please phone the Homeless Outreach Program, 202-636-7660. Media members wishing to cover the event, please call 202-745-8000. On the day of the event, phone: 240-223-7065.
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