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Winterhaven Homeless Veterans Stand Down: The Community Takes a Stand  
to Eliminate and Prevent Veteran Homelessness 

WASHINGTON DC— On a bitterly cold Saturday morning, January 24, homeless, at-risk and underemployed Veterans arrived with hope and anticipation at the doors of the Washington DC Veterans Affairs Medical Center’s Winterhaven Homeless Veterans Stand Down. Hundreds came, 618 men and 86 women to be exact, all with the prospect of receiving the care and attention that could change their lives. The day-long annual community outreach event is dedicated to providing displaced Veterans the health care, benefits and resources they have earned and deserve. 

VA staff and volunteers, Veteran Service Organizations, active military personnel, along with more than 60 organizations, federal and state government agencies and community partners joined forces under one roof to make this year’s Winterhaven one of the most successful. This is the 21st year the Medical Center has hosted the event and this year services were expanded to Veterans who are underemployed, placing the focus on preventing homelessness among Veterans.

“Winterhaven is our opportunity to bring together the community to not only take a stand to prevent homelessness among Veterans, but also to eliminate homelessness one Veteran at a time. Together we serve as beacons of light to Veterans in need.” said Brian A. Hawkins, Medical Center Director. 

The full day of services included: health screenings; housing, education and employment opportunities; substance abuse counseling; mental health and psychosocial services; dental exams; HIV testing; and free warm clothing, personal care items, boots and shoes. Veterans also were able to access resources to help avoid foreclosure, manage finances and were treated to a hot lunch and a free haircut.

This comprehensive effort to end Veteran homelessness continues every day at the Washington DC Veterans Affairs Medical Center’s Community Resource and Referral Center (CRRC) where VA staff and community partners are available to assist Veterans seven days a week, 24 hours a day.  If you, or a Veteran you know, are homeless or at-risk of being homeless, visit the CRRC at 1500 Franklin Street, NE, Washington, DC or call 202-636-7660.
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